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drafted?
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Why is a MPA Network Strategy Needed?
 Governments need to work together to achieve common goals in an 
area of shared jurisdiction.
 Canada, B.C. have mandates for conservation of marine species/habitats.
12 federal/provincial statutes enable MPA designation.
 International, national, regional commitments and agreements.
 Governments are moving towards more systematic marine 
conservation planning.
 MPAs have been focused on protection of single species or habitats, and 
establishment has been ad hoc in nature.
 Approach may lead to gaps in biophysical representation.
 The Strategy provides a framework for collaborative, systematic planning.
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Why is a MPA Network Strategy Needed?
 A systematic approach to conservation planning is ‘best practice’:
More effective way to protect the range of values that are 
important to society.
Provides the foundation needed to achieve representation (long-
established goal for protecting biodiversity) and persistence.
Collaborative, transparent, inclusive, efficient process.
Defensible, flexible in face of competing marine uses.
Accountability.
Provides more user and business certainty than ad-hoc approach.
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Shoreline Type Total Length km
Length Protected 
km Percent 
Unclassified 1,494 245 16
Channel 59 10 17
Estuary, Marsh or Lagoon 
* 80,234 ha 20,734 ha 25
Gravel Beach 1,274 156 12
Gravel Flat 238 50 21
Man-made 418 24 5
Mud Flat 176 15 8
Rock Cliff 10,938 2,208 20
Rock Platform 717 330 46
Rock with Gravel Beach 7,413 1,409 19
Rock with Sand Beach 507 148 29
Rock, Sand and Gravel 
Beach 4,724 1,184 25
Sand and Gravel Beach 1,442 185 12
Sand and Gravel Flat 2,354 381 16
Sand Beach 523 277 52
Sand Flat 1,608 376 23
Grand Total 36,897 7,621 21
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• Fisheries Act, 
Oceans Act, 
NMCA Act, etc.





• Federal MPA 
Strategy
• 1998 Discussion 
Paper 
• etc.
• IUCN, AZORES, 
WWF, CPAWS, 
etc.
• Peer reviewed 
articles 
• DFO Science, 
MPAIT member 
expertise



























Key Elements of Strategy
Definitions – MPA, MPA Network
Eligibility Criteria
Vision, Goals
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Definitions
 Different terms used to 
describe kinds of MPAs 
nationally, regionally.
 ‘MPA’ is used as a 
single, general umbrella 
term applied to range 
of tools available under 
federal and provincial 
legislation.
 2008 IUCN definitions 
adopted.
MARINE PROTECTED AREA:
“A clearly defined geographical space recognized, 
dedicated and managed, through legal or other 
effective means, to achieve the long-term 
conservation of nature with associated ecosystem 
services and cultural values.”
MARINE PROTECTED AREA NETWORK:
“A collection of individual marine protected areas 
that operates cooperatively and synergistically, at 
various spatial scales, and with a range of 
protection levels, in order to fulfill ecological aims  
more effectively and comprehensively than 
individual sites could alone.”
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Vision, Goals
 VISION: An ecologically comprehensive, resilient and representative network of MPAs 
that protects the biological diversity and health of the marine environment for present 
and future generations.
 GOALS:
1. To protect and maintain marine biodiversity, ecological representation, and special 
natural features. *
2. To contribute to the conservation and protection of fishery resources and their 
habitats.
3. To maintain and facilitate opportunities for tourism and recreation.
4. To contribute to social, community, and economic certainty and stability.
5. To conserve and protect traditional use, cultural heritage and archaeological 
resources.
6. To provide opportunities for scientific research, education and awareness.
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Eligibility Criteria 
MPAs in the network will:
Serve a range of functions;
Appear in a wide array of sizes, shapes;
Offer a range of protection standards;
Meet eligibility criteria:
1. Meet the definition of a MPA, and
2. Contribute to Goal #1, and
3. Have a management plan or protection 
guidance, and is being effectively managed 
for achievement of network goals.
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Planning Regions
National science advisory 
process identified four 
bioregions. 
Coarse scale; a major, first-
order subdivision in a 
hierarchical system. 
Each unit can be disaggregated 




 ECOLOGICAL NETWORK DESIGN PRINCIPLES
1. Include the full range of biodiversity in Pacific Canada (representation, replication).
2. Ensure EBSAs are incorporated (uniqueness, foraging/breeding grounds, source populations, etc.)
3. Ensure ecological linkages (connectivity).
4. Maintain long-term protection.
5. Ensure maximum contribution of individual MPAs (size, spacing, shape).
 SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, CULTURAL DESIGN PRINCIPLES
1. Recognize, consider the full range of uses, activities and values supported by marine 
environment.
2. Maximize the positive.
3. Minimize the negative.
4. Enhance management effectiveness and compliance.
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Network Planning Principles
 GENERAL OPERATING PRINCIPLES
1. Work with people.
2. Respect First Nations’ treaties, rights, 
aspirations and world-view.
3. Foster EBM.
4. Apply adaptive management.
5. Build on existing MPAs, other management 
tools and marine planning initiatives.
6. Include a full range of protection levels.
7. Take a precautionary approach.
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Governance
 Network planning will advance using 
formal arrangements and informal 
interactions between different parties 




 New governance arrangements may 
be needed or existing ones modified 
where they are not inclusive.
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Moving Forward
 Strategy provides high-level framework for coast-wide MPA network 
planning. It tells us what we want to achieve, but not how to 
achieve it. 
 All bioregions will share common foundation (vision, goals, 
principles, etc.), but design details and implementation approaches 
will likely differ between. 
 Short-term Next Steps:
Define network objectives for the NSB.
Operationalize design principles.
 Review existing MPAs, identify gaps.
 Continue to refine hierarchical classification system.
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“And now Edgar’s gone....Something’s going 
on around here.”
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